IN AND  NEAR ATHENS

rather cautiously, I thought, upon it, followed by all
the princes and princesses. It was very dark, but a
footman accompanied his Majesty, holding an elec-
tric light, and we had our speech.

The king read the first part of it in a loud,, unemo-
tional voice, bending sometimes to the light. But at
the close he spoke a few words extempore, com-
mending the Hellenic cause, if war should come, to
the mercy of God. And then, again with precaution,
he retired into the palace amid a storm of cheers.

I was afterward told that, with the whole of the
royal family, his Majesty had been standing tipori
some loose planks which spanned an abyss. The
royal palace, owing to the disastrous fire, is not yet
what it seems. Fortunately, the Greek army has
proved more solid, and the God of battles, so sol-
emnly invoked by their king, has been favorable to
the arms of the Greeks. No one, I think, who was in
Greece during that time of acute tension, who saw
the feverish preparations, the devotion of the toiling
soldiers, the ardor of the volunteers; no one who wit-
nessed, as I did, the return to Athens of the "Amer-
ican Greeks," who gave up everything and crossed
the ocean to fight for their little, splendid country,
could wish it otherwise.

The descendants of those who made the Par-
thenon have shown something of that Doric soul
which is surely the soul of Greece.
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